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“My Best friend Jonny”

Last summer, I visited Judy Perry, a resident of Keene, with
my friends for a swim and outdoor visit. A surprising coincidence took place on the day when Judy’s husband Robert
(Bob) Perry shared with me about his friendship with Jonathan
Daniels, the Keene native civil rights activist. It was a remarkable experience to learn about Jonathan from his childhood
best friend Bob, rather than from books or Internet articles,
which I had been doing for the past few months for my internship at the Jonathan Daniels Center for Social responsibility.
I recently got to talk to Bob again about his memories with Jonathan, “Jonny” as Bob would say. Bob, who is turning 82 this year
on March 31, was born 11 days after Jonathan was born on March
20 at the Elliot Hospital in Keene. Bob enthusiastically shared,
“Those days, they very often kept babies for a couple of weeks before they let them go. If that were the case, Jon and I were roommates at the beginning for a few days.” Bob also recalled watching
a video from his third birthday party where Jon was also present.
Neighborhood friends Jon and Bob were best friends until the
junior year of high school when Bob left to go to prep school.
They remained good friends after that. Bob described Jon as
the one who always looked out for the little guy, “If you needed a friend, Jon(athan) was always there for you, or anybody. So
it doesn’t surprise me that he was interested in helping people
during the Civil Rights.” Bob also shared some of the mischievous experiences with Jonathan, like creating a secret club called,

“Royal Knights of the Royal Order of the Skull and Bones Society” (Jonathan came up with the name), “fighting” with Jonathan
in a “boxing tournament,” and climbing up the church’s steeple to
smoke a cigarette. Bob was always sure that they were going to get
caught. He thought that everybody in the city of Keene was going
to see the glow of the lighter lighting the cigarette. “I was scared
to death and very happy to be down and out of there [...] Jon did
it every now and then just as a thing to do. Yeah, as far as I know,
he never got caught.” Bob said that Jonathan found his ways to
get into situations that would have been trouble had he ever been
caught. Bob described Jonathan as quite mischievous. “It’s kind
of a tough thing to say. But a lot of people in the world today consider him to be a saint.” Listening to the stories and memories of
Bob with Jon, I got a different yet exceptional experience of learning about Jonathan as a normal teenage boy who loved spending time with his friends, who did crazy stupid things with his
friends, who enjoyed smoking (even got kicked out of the cross
country team for the same reason), who had his own mischievous secrets, who loved talking about religion, music, and cooking, who had a ordinary yet unique story before he got involved
in the Civil Rights Movement. Bob said, “It’s hard to think of him
in terms of which most people think of him. Because in my head,
he’s still a kid. He was always Jonny, to me. Because as a little boy,
he was Jonny Daniels. And I still think of him as Jonny Daniels.”
By Puja Thapa, JD Center for Social Responsibility Intern

A note from Project Manager Mary Jensen:
A favorite go-to spot in Keene is Robin Hood Park where there are always interesting birds – literal and figurative – to view. One
recent day it was cold and the ice thick enough for skating. A couple of boys played hockey, a girl worked on her twirling skills, and
a young family, with a small child practicing her slippery balance, were on the ice. I reflected that this picture, while a snapshot in
time, is also a snapshot that could have been taken in any of the many years since George Wheelock first donated the land to be used
as a park. I wondered if Jonathan Daniels had taken skates, or just a broom stick, up to the pond for some ice hockey. He was never
very athletic, preferring music and theater, but the pond is a draw for many Keene youth.
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If you missed the webinar last fall, you can still access it on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TeZ8I96C5OA!
Check out the Historical Society of Cheshire County YouTube
channel for this and other excellent webinars!

Puja Thapa has been our
intrepid intern since July of
2020. She is graduating in
May from Keene State College, where she is majoring
in Business Management
with minors in Women and
Gender Studies, and Studio
Art. Her artwork will live on
in the Jonathan Daniels Museum, where she has been
integral to the design process. Puja also organized and entered all the information for
the walking tours and helped with research on Civil Rights history. One of her last projects for the Center is the design of this
newsletter and the story on Bob Perry. We will miss her strong
work ethic, her excellent writing and design skills and her
thoughtful engagement. We wish her all the best on her journey!

JONATHAN DANIELS WALKING TOUR APP
One of the best ways to know about someone’s life is to know where they came from,
to know their childhood, and to know
their hometown. Jonathan Daniels, Episcopal seminarian and civil rights activist who died at the age of 26 in 1965, was
a Keene native. He spent most of his life
in Keene until 1957, when he left to go
to Virginia Military Institute in Virginia.
To bring people closer to Daniel’s life, the
Jonathan Daniels Center for Social Responsibility came up with the idea of creating a
walking tour in his hometown. Using the
mobile application, Encurate, the JD Center
has been able to develop something that will
give you a peek at Jonathan’s early life. There
are three tours available, Jonathan Daniels
Pilgrimage Walk, Jonathan Daniels Trail,
and JD Memorials in the U.S. and Abroad.

Jonathan Daniels Pilgrimage Walk starts
with the Historical Society, where the JD
Center is physically located. The tour stops
are located in Downtown Keene and West
Keene. The way the JD center recommends
the tour is to drive to the Historical Society and park your car. Then, explore Elliot
Hall, former Keene High School, The United Church of Christ of Keene, former Central Junior High School, 39 Winter Street,
his childhood home, and Tilden Elementary school. After that, you can drive to St.
James Episcopal church to see the shrine
inside and the historical marker outside.
We then recommend you drive to the Jonathan Daniels Trail in the Ashuelot River
Park, 242 West St, and then drive to his
burial site at Monadnock View Cemetery
and then to the Jonathan Daniels Elemen-

tary School. You can find further details on
the location and the directions on the app.
The second tour in the app is Jonathan
Daniels Trail. Stops along the trail will
help educate visitors about events related
to Jonathan Daniels work as a civil rights
activist. The trail carries both historical
and environmental value. The trail stops
include information about civil rights
topics like Voting Rights, Fair Housing
Act, Racial Wealth Gap, White v. Crook,
Police Brutality, and What can you do.
JD Memorials in the U.S. and Abroad
is the third tour in the app. It has eight
tour stops that describe monuments
honoring the work of Jonathan Daniels within the U.S and around the world.

PLEASE DONATE!!!
It wouldn’t be a newsletter if we didn’t remind our readers that your financial support is always welcome! Current projects include
technology implementation at the museum, upcoming webinars, and curriculum development.
You can reach us and make donations through the jonathandanielscenter.org website, by contacting us at jdcenter@hsccnh.org or by
mail. Checks or money orders should be made out to the Historical Society of Cheshire County and note the donation is in support
of the Jonathan Daniels Center.
Jonathan Daniels Center committee members:
Carl Jacobs, Jr., Lawrence Benaquist,
Anthony Tremblay, Julie Farhm,
Jenna Carroll and Bridget Hansel
Advisors:
James Rousmaniere and Alan Rumrill

Mailing address:
Historical Society of Cheshire County
P.O. Box 803
Keene, NH 03431
Email: jdcenter@hsccnh.org
Website: jonathandanielscenter.org
Telephone: (603) 352-1895
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Project Manager:
Mary Jensen
Interns:
Puja Thapa and Jennika Mullens.

NOTE, Cont.
I thought about how much – and
how little - has changed in the 60
or so years since Jonathan may
have skated at Robin Hood Park.
Every citizen in the country can
register and vote in state and national election, and every citizen
can be seated on a jury. Those
things were not true in 1965
when Jonathan Daniels died. The
elections of 2020 were a reminder that those gains are fragile. Recent conversations about increasing the opportunities for early
voting, and the provisions for
pre-processing those votes, are
countered by discussions about
restrictions on voting.
So far this year, forty-three states
have introduced legislation related to voting. Two hundred
fifty-three bills to restrict voter
access are active in forty-one of
those states. New Hampshire has
ten restrictive bills on the legislative agenda. Forty-three states
have over seven hundred pieces
of legislation intended to expand
access to voting. New Hampshire
also has six bills to expand access
– all related to absentee voting,
including the ability to register to
vote on line, to begin processing
mail-in ballots prior to election
day, and to allow any voter to
vote by mail. You can find this information and more at the brennancenter.org website and NH
legislative bills at http://gencourt.
state.nh.us/.
There is a legend that Benjamin
Franklin was asked after the Constitutional Convention in 1787,
“Well, Doctor, what have we got,
a republic or a monarchy?” He
responded: “A republic, if you
can keep it.” We can and should
celebrate the changes that support every citizen who wants to
vote. But the over 700 pieces of
voting-related legislation remind
us that constant vigilance will be
needed to “keep our republic.”

Reflection on the making of Here Am I, Send Me:
The Journey of Jonathan
Daniels

It was in the mid-1980’s when I attended a presentation William Sullivan gave for the New
Hampshire Humanities Council on the life of
Jonathan Daniels. Bill was my office mate in
the English department and was the founder of
the American Studies Program at Keene State
College. I knew nothing about Daniels until I
saw Bill’s slide presentation. I had no idea that a
martyr to the Civil Rights movement had lived
in Keene. So Bill and I decided to begin the project of producing a documentary on Daniels’ life
which took a dozen years, traveling to sixteen
states and England, finding friends and colleagues of Daniels to aid us in telling Jon’s story,
which was released nationally on PBS in 2003.
In the process, we had the privilege of meeting
some of the heroes of the Civil Rights movement. Some you wouldn’t hear of, but they
were in jail with Jon, were there when he was
murdered, and continued his fight. Others,
like John Lewis, were more than willing to
talk to us about Jon’s sacrifice and contribution to social justice. I recall when we interviewed Representative Lewis at his office in the
Capitol building, it was summer and the air
conditioning was so loud it was affecting our
sound recording. Representative Lewis had
the air conditioning turned off to the entire
Capitol wing until we finished our interview.
Geraldine Logan was a teen-ager at the
time Jon asked her to join in the protest; she
cooked us lunch and talked to us on camera
outside her home in Lowndes County about
being arrested and put in the Hayneville
jail. One interviewee would lead us to another who would lead us to another; one
day we interviewed four people that way.

In Fort Deposit, the town where Jon and
his companions were arrested, the reception wasn’t so friendly. We weren’t allowed
to get out of our car, but rather, the chief of
police took us in his car for a “tour” of the
town, rather too enthusiastically pointing out
the place where clubs were made back in the
1960’s to beat protestors with. In Hayneville,
Bill distracted the court clerk while I photographed the log book for arrests the day Jon
and his friends were arrested. A kindly African-American clerk took it upon herself to let
us into the Hayneville jail, but only because it
was the lunch hour and so everyone else had
left so she knew she wouldn’t take heat for it.
We interviewed many Episcopal ministers who
had worked with Jon, including the Reverend
John Morris, who introduced us to Coretta
Scott King. Reverend Morris told us that because we were producing this film, Jon’s friends
in the Church decided to do a full-court press
to get Jon honored as a saint and martyr of the
faith, and get him entered onto the Episcopal
Church calendar. So in 1991, I spent a week
in Phoenix Arizona at the triannual Episcopal
convocation, where I watched the Bishops of
New Hampshire and Alabama co-sponsor Jon
as a saint and martyr to the Episcopal faith. For
a week I was seated with people at the “Jonathan Daniels booth” (after all, this was a voting
process and to that degree political) who had
all risked their lives for social justice, many as
part of the Episcopal Society for Cultural and
Racial Unity, which was the organization which
sponsored Jon’s trip south after Bloody Sunday
in March of 1965. It was a humbling experience.
We contacted Sam Waterston, the Academy
Award-nominated actor, through friends of his
in the Episcopal church; Mr. Waterson offered
to do the narration, gratis. When we met him in
New York City at the recording studio, I asked
him why he decided to help us; he said that his
father had marched in the march from Selma to
Montgomery, and he wanted to honor his father.
Thinking back on these and many other
events surrounding the making of this film,
Bill and I realized that we were in the presence of special people who had risked their
lives to make the world a better place. I
think I can speak for both Bill as well when
I say that the experience of making “Here
Am I, Send Me: The Journey of Jonathan
Daniels” had a profound effect on our lives.
By Larry Benaquist, Professor Emeritus of the Keene State
College film studies program
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Upcoming events:
•
•

•
•

Coming soon: Webinar on proposed legislative changes related to voting in New
Hampshire
The Grand opening of the Jonathan Daniels Center museum at the Historical Society of Cheshire County is in the works. We have a few technological details to
complete in this dynamic space. We will announce it through our website and social
media posts (follow us on Facebook at Jonathan Daniels Center for Social Responsibility).
We encourage you to check out all of the excellent programming at the Historical
Society of Cheshire County. The new Empowered Women section is rich with history on local women and their amazing stories! www.hsccnh.org
If you would prefer to receive this newsletter as an email, please let us know through
www.jonthandanielscenter.org or by contacting us at jdcenter@hsccnh.org

Voting related legislation:
Current pending legislation related to voting rights in New Hampshire.
HB 429, HB 524, HB 555, HB 273, HB 86, HB 144, HB 531, HB 523, HB0516, HB87,
HB61, HB
538, HB 535, HB 151, HB 554, HB 428, HB 480, HB 491, HB 362, HB 482,
SB 31, SB0079, SB 54, SB 83, SB 89,
Constitutional Amendment: CACR0004
For more information:
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/house/
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/senate/
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